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11/3 TUESDAY

2009

DEFEAT
THAT LAST
SHADOW...




IT'S HARD
TO GET
A READ
ON THE

SITUATION...

/6
EVERYONE
OKAY/?




CONFIRMING
NOW...

&
o
&
®




WHERE IS

SHE GOING
IN SUCH A




IT WAS
AS IF
EVERY-
THING
I COULD
SEE WITH
MY EYES
WAS
ALREADY
IN THE
PAST.

I FELT
LIKE I
SENSED
ALL OF
ETERNITY
IN
THAT
ONE
MOMENT.




Y
=
=
=
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WHERE I
LOST MY
PARENTS
SO LONG
AGO?




I NEVER
THOUGHT
ID BE
BACK
HERE.




THIS
SCHOOL
WASN'T
HERE
BEFORE...

FER NRaa RN RN SR

S

NOTHING
EVER REMAINS
THE SAME.
WHETHER
IT IS MY
SURROUNDINGS
OR MYSELF,
EVERYTHING
CHANGES.

EVERY-
THING
BECOMES
SOME-
THING
NEW...
AND
UNFAMILIAR.




I'VE BEEN
WAITING A
LONG TIME
FOR YOU.

IF YOU
WISH TO
PROCEED...




IT IS
A BINDING
CONTRACT,
BUT
THERE'S
NO NEED
TO WORRY.

IT SIMPLY
STATES THAT
YOU ALONE
WILL BE HELD
RESPONSIBLE
FOR YOUR
DECISIONS
AND ACTIONS
BEYOND THIS
POINT...

PRETTY
‘| STANDARD
STUFF.

TIME BRINGS
AN END TO
EVERYTHING.
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YOU'RE
AWAKE!!
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I'LL RUN
MYSELF.

THERE'S
NO NEED
TO BE...







MY ARMS...
THEY WON'T
MOVE...!




...WILL

-
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I WOULD
REQUEST
THAT YOU
HANDLE
HIM WITH

MORE

CARE!







DON'T
Do
ANYTHING
RECK-
LESS.




WAIT,
WHAT'S
THAT
SUPPOSED
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MITGURU!
THE ENEMY 19
UNBALANCED!
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HOW VERY
WONDERFUL
INDEED!

I MUST

GET ON

WITH THE
PREPARATIONS...




WE HAVE
ACHIEVED
OUR

CONSIDERED
"MISSION
COMPLETE".



















The fate that you choose.
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THIS
1S OUR
THIRD
TRANSFER
STUDENT.
WOULD THIS BE
CONSIDERED
AN ENROLLMENT
HAT TRICK?

WE'RE
GETTING
ANOTHER

NEW FRIEND

AS OF

TODAY!

I THINK
HE'S
KINDA
CuUTe!
DON'T
Youz?

I WAS
TOTALLY
THINKING

THE SAME

THING!

HELLO,
I'M RYOUI
MOCHIZUKI.

I HOPE
YOU'LL BE
KIND ENOUGH
TO HELP ME

CATCH UP.

The Next Day
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BL]T RE FACED
THAT'S 3rd
NOT ALL!
A WISE
MAN ONCE
SAID,
"HAVING
THREE
PEOPLE IS
ENOUGH
TO FORM
YOUR
OWN
SENTAI!"

EMERGENCY
SITUATION
Ts+4 HERE, PEOPLE!
WITH THE
minato TRANSFER
arisato STUDENT W
ARRIVED
YESTERDAY,

‘(YO}A
wmochize i

UNPRECEDENTED!

© - Gekkoukan's
(9 = Honorahle

WITH THAT

@® = Question-answerers
CIO;AMM/?«:PE%E’:‘Z/ IN MIND...
_ WE, THE GH®
“gﬁzTgEA;Es%h{‘g STUDENT COUNCIL),
HAVE DEVOTED
TECHNICALLY
INACCURATE. ALL OF OUR
RESOURCES
TOWARD
GATHERING
DATA ON THE
TRANSFER

STUDENTS/




TRANSFER
STUDENT #1

WE WILL
START OFF
WITH BASIC
DATA AND THE
RESULTS
OF OUR
INVESTIGATION
INTO FIRST
IMPRESSIONS!!

NOVEMBER <

THIS
PIE CHART
COMPARISON
REVEALS
SOME
FASCINATIN
INFOR-

Most likely found
at a graveyard.

HE IS
NEXT,
OFTEN WE WILL
S35 | GO OVER THE

SEEMS ATTNG EYEWITNESS
MANY OF k’mN G TESTIMONIES
HIS FRIENDS RAMEN WE
CONFIDE AT GATHERED IN
HAGA- TOWN!

IN HIM.
KURE.

Role of
Arisato played
by Jonpel

losi.




IT SEEMS
HE VISITS
UMIUSHL ON
HIS WAY
HOME FROM
HAGAKURE.

TESTIMONY 2

HE WAS
SEEN
MOON-
WALKING
INTO THE
BEEF BOWL
SHOP
UMIUSHI

() oo epERRANCES
BY ANDRE LAURENT
E_—)j JERN GERAUX.

U

WITH THE
GOURMET
KING.
st
TESTIMONY 3
“AZUKI ARAY HE HELD
o A TR, W o g‘\ﬁ/ ) OA K\él)ARlzl) lflLF)N
- EN*
CREATURE IN :
JRPANESE . ( wl\) ) TOURNAMENT
FOLKORE o G SR T THE SWEET
e SHOP AZUKI
ARAIWITH A

MYSTERIOUS
FOREIGNER.

*SEAWEED JELLY

SPECIAL
TECHNIQUES
INCLUDE “HOT HOT
MUNCHING,
AMONG OTHERS.

ANOTHER
SCHOOL TO
SEE WHO
COULD EAT
TEN BOXES
OF TAKOYAKI
FIRST.

PETA
DEFINITION
COURTESY OF
THE GHQ TRIVIA
DATABASE.

orth = ONT FREE A\
MEANING 0°
(1,000,000,000,000,000

HE WAS SEEN
EATING A
PETA-WAC
COMBO AT
WILD-DUCK
BURGER WITH
AYOUNG GIRL
THOUGHT
TO BE AN
ELEMENTARY
Neis(elo)
STUDENT.




TELL Us
ANYTHING
ABoUuT
HIS
TRUE

WILL BE

SOMEONE
CLOSE TO
HIM...?

WHAT

IF WE
INTERVIEW
SOMEONE
CLOSE TO
HIM?

WE'RE
COMING AT
YOU LIVE, AND
WE'RE JOINED
BY MISS YUKARI
TAKEBA, WHO IS
RUMORED TO LIVE
IN THE SAME
DORMITORY
AS MINATO
ARISATO!

We cannot guarantee
the accuracy of these
dramatizations.

A e

NOW WE

BRING YOU
A SPECIAL
INTERVIEW!

RN REPORTING!
g wﬁé‘w"

HUH...?
WHAT'S HE

TELL Us!
WHAT
IS MINATO
ARISATO
LIKE,
USUALLY?
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Piece01
#02 TRANSEER
‘ STUDENT
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bleeding sword

Reminds me

chained me
into despair
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I'VE BEEN
WAITING A
LONG TIME
FOR YOU.

PRETTY
STANDARD
STUFF.

ITIS A
BINDING
CONTRACT,

BUT
THERE'S
NO NEED

TO
WORRY.

IT SIMPLY

STATES THAT

YOU ALONE

WILL BE HELD

RESPONSIBLE
FOR YOUR
DECISIONS
AND ACTIONS

BEYOND

THIS POINT...

YOU'RE
LATE.




EVEN

TIME BRINGS

IF YOU
SHUT SOUR EVERYTHING
EYES AND :
COVER YOUR

EARS.






YOou
ARRIVED
LATER
THAN WE
EXPECTED.

I see the
sunlight
gain Il




IAM
MITSURU
KIRIJO.

I'M
SURE THEY'LL
OFFICIALLY
REASSIGN
HM TO A
BOY'S DORM
AT SOME
POINT.

HE IS A
TRANSFER
STUDENT.

HIS
ASSIGNMENT
TO THIS
DORM WAS
A LAST-
MINUTE
DECISION.




THIS IS
| YUKARI
| TAKEBA.

SHE'LL
BE A
SECOND-
YEAR
STUDENT
THIS SPRING,
JusT LIKE  §
You.

BECAUSE HE DON'T DO
ANYTHING TO DESERVE

KIND OF ANNOYED

THIS ATTITUDE.

I JusT
DID
SOMETHING
TOTALLY
OuT OF




BEING
AT THE
END OF THE
HALLWAY WILL
MAKE IT
EASIER FOR
YOU TO
REMEMBER.

UHM...
I HAVE
A

THE ROOM
AT THE FAR
END OF THE
HALL ON
THE SECOND
FLOOR IS
YOURS.

DO You
HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS?

THE
WHOLE
TIME YOU
WALKED
HERE
FROM THE
STATION?







I HAVE
A TON OF

ALREADY.

QUESTIONS A

I'M SURE
YOU'LL HAVE
LOTS OF
QUESTIONS.

THAT CHILD
AND THAT

CONTRACT...




4/7 TUESDAY
Gekkoukan High School
Opening Ceremony

CONFUSING
STUFF
LAST
NIGHT...




DIDN'T
WE ALREADY FRIENDLY

TALK ABOUT

SPACE, AND

STOPPING TO
THINK ABOUT

HOW THE

PERSON YOU'RE

TALKING TO
MIGHT
FEEL?

YOU'RE
ALWAYS
WAY TOO

WITH
PERSONAL  EVERYONE.

/"'
IS

%

OH, HEY
YUKARI!

I TRANS-

IT'S EASY FERRED
HERE IN MY
FOR A NEW
SECOND YEAR
STUDENT
OF MIDDLE
TO GET 5
OVERWHELMED SCHOOL.
AND
CONFUSED

ON THEIR

THAT'S
WHY 1
WANTED TO
COME AND
INTRODUCE

MYSELF.

o

I'M
SUCH
A NICE
Guy,

I?




IT'S
QUITE A
COINCIDENCE,

DON'T

Yyou AR

SERIOUS?

.\ WELCOME!

WHY SO
I'M JUsT

GIVING THE
NEW KID A

WARM

BY THE
WAY, THERE'S
SOMETHING
I'VE BEEN
MEANING TO
AsK YOU...

RRR!  RRR!
RRR! R
RRR! HEY
R
AURKT\ Rge HEY HEY,
RRR! I'M IN
RRR! THE SAME
RRR! WHY C.l':‘,i,“‘g,5
DOES :
HE GET
SPECIAL
TREATMENT?

IT WAS
JusT A
PLEASANT
SUR-

PRISE...

HAS IT YOU
TWO WALKED
TO SCHOOL
TOGETHER,
ALL

FRIENDLY-




you

HAVEN'T
TOLD

ANYONE...

ABOUT
THAT
STUFF,
HAVE
youz

THAT

REALLY
CONCERNS
ME.

WiLL you
STOP IT/?
WE WALKED
TOGETHER
BECAUSE
WE LIVE IN
THE SAME
DORM,
THAT'S ALL/

I CAN'T
BELIEVE
How
QUICKLY
A RUMOR
LIKE THAT
GOoT
AROUND.




YOU WON'T
TELL ANYONE | |
ABOUT LAST

NIGHT?

SLIDING ——

THINKING/? |
YOU'VE
GOT THE
WRONG
IDEA//




PEOPLE
WITH NO
HISTORY OF
ABNORMAL
BEHAVIOR ARE
SUDDENLY
BECOMING
EXTREMELY
APATHETIC AND
LISTLESS...

TO THE
POINT WHERE
THEY AREN'T
EVEN ABLE
TO SPEAK
ANYMORE.

NN/ k\
TAVAYAY

gl

HAVE YOU
READ THE
NEWSPAPER
RECENTLY?

SOMETHING
HAPPENING.




NEWSPAPER 1S
SUGGESTING
THAT IT'S A
CONDITION
BROUGHT ON
BY STRESS.

IT'S
QUITE AN
EPIDEMIC.

WHAT FUN
WOULD IT BE
OTHERWISE?

FOR
CRYING
OuT LOUD,
AKIHIKO...




4/8 WEDNESDAY

__\ | OH, HE'S
‘3’ BACK.

INTRODUCING
MYSELF
1S ALWAYS
SUCH A

HASSLE
BECAUSE OF
IT. IT MAKES
ME BITE MY
OWN TONGUE
SOMETIMES
IF I'M NOT
CAREFUL.

I AM
SHUJI
IKUTSUKI.

I AM
THE CHIEF
) DIRECTOR OF
-+ GEKKOUKAN
HIGH

ALL OF
THAT IS
GETTING
SORTED OUT
AS WE SPEAK,
BUT I'M
AFRAID IT WILL
TAKE SOME
TIME.

I
APOLOGIZE
FOR THE
COMPLICATIONS
SURROUNDING
YOUR DORM
ASSIGNMENT.



NO...
NOT
REALLY.

HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS
FOR ME?

A BIRD-LIKE
CREATURE

COME
TO THINK ~ GETTING ADJUSTING
WABNT sojghgssr R

HOME AND
THEREZA  WLL DO NEW LIFE 1§
MANG YOUR BODY ALWAYS
A LOT OF EXHAUS-
GOO0D. TING.

I SHALL
TAKE MY
LEAVE
OF YOu.




HERE

IS AKIHIKO You
ouTt &o.
PATROLLING
ALONE AGAIN
TODAY?

HE IS
CURRENTLY
SLEEPING.

WE'LL
SOON
KNOwW

THE

ANSWER.




THE
DARK
HOUR...




HOLD 17 RigHT Thgpe.
YU LITTLE gry

-.WHO ARe
) You?
M 0ST AN
c\bnswcm\ss AN
\ngm\\o\)s B0V










THE
GENERAL
POPULACE IS
“TRANSFORMED"
INTO COFFINS
AND REMAINS
UNAWARE
THAT THIS
HOUR EVEN
EXISTS.

THIS
“DARK HOUR"
THAT VISITS
Us EVERY
NIGHT AT
MIDNIGHT |5,
IN A MANNER
OF SPEAKING,
A HIDDEN
HOUR.




ALL
THAT'S
LEFT IS TO
DETERMINE
WHETHER

HE 1S

BE FEEDING
ON HIM IF HE
WASN'T.










THEY'RE
BARELY
WORTH

FIGHTING.




SHOULD
MONITOR
HIM FOR
THE NEXT
FEW
DAYS.

I suppose I had already stepped beyond the
borders of a normal life by this point.




But I'm sure I'd realize
the truth in hindsight.

[T, AT o

SPYING
ON HIM
WITHOUT
HiS
KNOw-
LEDGE...

R
e

i
i

s
el







That the
line between
dreams and
reality existed

~ within myself.
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ITIS A
PLEASURE
TO MAKE

YOUR
ACQUAIN-

I CANNOT
EVEN RECALL
HOW MANY

YEARS IT

HAS BEEN

SINCE WE
WELCOMED
OUR LAST

GUEST.

ONLY THE
SELECT FEW
WHO HAVE
SEALED THE
“CONTRACT"
IN ONE FORM
OR ANOTHER
CAN VISIT Us
HERE.

AS OF THIS
| MOMENT...

...YOU

ARE |
OFFICIALLY | =
A GUEST | .

OF.. |

THIS
PLACE
EXISTS
BETWEEN
WORLDS...

WORLDS
OF DREAMS
AND
REALITY,
OF THE
SPIRITUAL




o THE

] CONTRACT
I SIGNED IN
THE FRONT

- YHALL OF THE
DORM...

AS SUCH,
YOU WILL
FIND
YOURSELF IN
NEED OF MY
ASSISTANCE
FROM TIME
TO TIME.

o

g -
yr w’w’
-
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i
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51
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i |

MUST TAKE
| RESPONSIBILITY
FOR THE
CHOICES YOU

Comtrat

===

=T

YOU ARE
DESTINED TO
HONE YOUR
SPECIAL
"POWERS"...

THE
ONLY PRICE
YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO
PAY FOR THIS
CONTRACT
Is...
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ANYTHING
TO REPORT
REGARDING

MINATO
ARISATO?




THERE'S
SOMETHING
I WANT
you 1O
DO.

I DON'T
THINK HE
SUSPECTS
ANYTHING.

IF SOMETHING
HAPPENS,

YOU'RE
GOING TO
HAVE TO
PROTECT

AKIHIKO
AND I WILL
BE KEEPING
AN EYE OUT

TOO.

HIM. %mgﬁl! :




HE TRULY
IS A
FASCINATING
SPECIMEN.

THE
LOsSS OF
MEMORIES
AND A
GENERAL
SENSE OF
CONFUSION,
TO SAY THE
LEAST.

HELP BUT
FEEL
BAD...

WE'RE
TREATING
HIM LIKE
A GUINEA
PIG.

EVEN
THOSE WITH
A SPECIAL
AFFINITY FOR
..TEND TO THE DARK
EXPERIENCE  HOUR...
SOME
TURMOIL
AT FIRST.

BUT
HE SEEMS
COMPLETELY
UNAFFECTED.

AN
UNPRECE-
DENTED
CASE.




WON'T
YOU BE HAPPY
TO HAVE A
TEAMMATE
WHO IS THE
SAME AGE
AS YOU?

HE'S YOUR
CLASSMATE,
AFTER ALL.

o TO GROW
STRONGER
| ASA
GROUP.




mSULKE W Lo

ANYTHNG ~ut
WE'E SEEN | X 1SOUETHING

BEFORE) = | Ukane!

I'LL BE
THERE SOON,
sO1
THOUGHT I'D
GIVE YOU A
HEADS-UP.




YOU MEAN
YOU'RE
BRINGING
IT HERE!?




IF
SOMETHING
HAPPENS...

IS
THIS THE
“SOME-
THING"...2







DON'T
WORRY
ABOUT

ME... IT'S
COMING.

YOU'RE
GOING TO
FLIP WHEN

YOU SEE
THIS ONE!

BUT IT'S
DEFINITELY
NOT YOUR

AVERAGE

THS 16
SERIOUS,

AKHIKOY




THIe

W/i... CAN/T

\ swakwe B
ENTIRE
BUILDING/?




10 THE
COMMAND|
CENTER!

YUKAR,
60 WAKE
OUR 6UesT
AND ESCAPE
WITH HIM
THROUGH
THE BACK/

A
K
/
A
/
K
o
Ve

A YOURE
IT HERE? | wio |
IT'S NOT w BROUGHT pmmmm
LIKE I IT HERE.
ASKED I EXPECT
IT TO \  YoU TO
TAKE
RESPONS/-
BILITY/




THE
MOON
LOOKs

HUGE
TONIGHT.

I
WONDER
IF IT'S
A FULL
MOON...




THE
COMMOTION
WOKE ME
ANYWAY.




BE
CAREFUL.

WE'VE GOT

OUR HANDS

FULL HERE,
BUT...

WE
MADE [T...
THIS IS
THE EXIT.

YUKARI,
CAN YOU
HEAR ME!?




S
E
R
|
o
]
S
L
Y
1z

..THERE'S
MORE
THAN
ONE!!







e D
) aquaumum .
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THAT
IT...I?




DO YOU
SEE
ANYTHING
ON THE
MONITORS!?

SIGHT OF
THE BIG
ONE.

I CAN'T
CONFIRM
ANYTHING
AT THIS
TIME.

...WE
SHOULD
REGROUP
FOR NOW.







THTS
ATTACKNG
OR
DORM..

THE
ONE TH
INJURED
AKIHIKO.




MITSURY
SAD
THAT

WAs MY

A
MONSTER...?
I GUESS
IT'S GOING
TO ATTACK

IS THIS
LITTLE BLADE
GOING TO
BE EFFECTIVE
AGAINST
SOMETHING
LIKE T 2
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AN I WAS
\ HOLDING...

HE SAD...







WE NEED
TO GET
THERE,

AKIHIKO!
Now!!
















I AM THE
“MASTER OF
STRINGS"...
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I WILL
NOT
ALLOW
YOU
TO KILL







IAM
NOT
THE ONE
WHO
WILL DIE
HERE
TODAY...
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Art by Shujl Sogabe 3

Hello.
I'm Sogabe.

Between working
on games and
Ulosteations...

I'm soruiving
somehow.

~ This is my ficst manga.




As For
Persona 3...

if

\

”(\j‘\%/
(S

.
AN

IF you
haven't
played
Wt uet,
| highly
recommend
it!

It was a
really Fon
game to play.
(I cleared FES
already too)

HEX
TR
HEX
HEH

The chacacters and mosic
were both great, of coucse,
bot the vser interface was

really cool too.
(which | think is
oncommon in video games)

The game mechanics and

storuline are really
interesting as well.




The only problem ts... SH\NG

| think the manga is the last Persona
3-related project these will eves be, so...

I's gobng bo take me 1'm' worcied aboo"c w?'\at ufi\l hap(fen P
bout Fous ueacs ko P4 is released while 'm still working on
'a' P3 mangga..- the manga. (but I'm still really looking
fintsh the T5 ™
(estimated) Forward to the release of P4)
The Maned
a0t soth & \ske
skart, 100
S 4 ot of
oo and a
Ionelg battle




Please consider releasing

"FSFF”
(Persona 3 Double FES)!

FEATURES: j

- A continvation (of the continvation)
of the P3 story! How exciting!

- Super cool Font.

- “Bath towel” and “Yokata” outfits
for combat! (Hot!")

- Surprising new charactess.

CE e
eCStaSQ'I

i

)
...and this. Like this...

That's it
for now!

Eniod

To evesuone at Atlos: Thank yov so much For all of your help with regards to this manga.
| promise to do my best, and | look Forward to working with yov Furthes.

| would like to take this opportonity to thank
each and every one of vov for purchasing

this ficst volome of the Persona 3 manga But let's
sesies. |, along with the rest of the staff,
Wil make this the best manga it can be or die seb that
trying. So | hope yov will-derste-genersusiute brilliant

—the Sogabe Aid Fovndation by porchasing idea aside
—mcktieleesstas sl thamarss{onate—viae— For now.

—coptrtotendovttoTriends—to—spread-the-
SegabesospelDsnrd-join me on this wonderfol

journey into the world of Persona 3.
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